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Student Senate
Meeting Minutes
Sep 26th, 2025
Location: Board Room
       10:30 AM-12:00 PM PDT
Posted by: Soraya Amin, Student Senate President


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Associated Student Body Senate will hold a meeting on September 26th, 2025 The location and meeting time is noted above. All Associated Student Body Senate meetings are held in locations that are wheelchair accessible. Other disability-related accommodation will be provided to people with disabilities upon request. Persons requesting such accommodations should notify ASB Senate President Soraya Amin at sorayaamin.asbarc@gmail.com no less than two days prior to the meeting. Efforts will be made to meet requests made after such date, if possible. 

Indigenous Land Use Statement
We acknowledge the land which we occupy today as the traditional home of the Nisenan, Maidu, and Miwok tribal nations. These sovereign people have been the caretakers of this land since time immemorial. Despite centuries of genocide and occupation the Nisenan, Maidu, and Miwok continue as vibrant and resilient tribes and bands, both Federally recognized and unrecognized. We take this opportunity to acknowledge the generations that have gone before as well as the present-day Nisenan, Maidu, and Miwok people.

1. Call to Order
At 10:31 a.m., Vice President Garcia calls for a 5-minute recess.

II. Request for Remote Participation: 						      
The Student Senate will consider member requests for remote participation under the provisions of California Assembly Bill 2449. 

N/A

III. Roll Call									                    
	1
	President Amin 
	Present, late

	2
	Vice-President Garcia 
	Present

	3
	Director of Finance Bourez
	Present

	4
	  Director of Legislative Affairs Kim
	Excused

	5
	  Director of Communications Kralya
	Absent, excused

	6
	Director of Public Relations Amini
	Present

	7
	Director of Activities Saeedi
	Present

	8
	Legislative Analyst Karachev 
	Present

	9
	Senator Galvez 
	Present

	10
	Senator Limon 
	Excused

	11
	Senator Smith 
	Absent

	12
	Senator Ratz 
	Absent

	13
	Senator Saeedi
	Present

	14
	Senator Paulus
	Absent

	15
	Senator Chen
	Present

	16
	Senator Khan
	Absent, excused

	17
	Senator Habibi
	Present

	18
	Senator Faiz
	Present 

	19
	Senator Coronel
	Present, late

	20
	Senator Noori
	Present

	21
	Senator Gomez
	Absent

	22
	Senator Mohammadi
	Present

	23
	CAEB Representative Hafiz
	Present 



14 of 22 members present, quorum has been met.
IV. Adoption of the Agenda  Approved						     	         

V. Approval of the Minutes  Approved						         	         

VI. Chair’s Message 	 
· Happy week 5, everyone. It’s my first time chairing the meeting so please be patient with me. Thank you Eugene for filling in for Brett, I appreciate you guys being here, hopefully we can go through all the agenda items, thank you. 						                 
VII. Advisor’s Message	
· Hello, I’m Eugene. I’m taking over for Brett today, if you have any questions, let me know, I have Brett on speed dial.

VIII. Public Comment 							                  
This time is reserved for members of the public to address ASB Senate on issues not already appearing on the agenda. A limit of two (2) minutes per speaker shall be observed, with a maximum of four (4) minutes per topic. No discussion is allotted on public comment. The law does not permit any action to be taken, nor extended discussion of any items not on the agenda. The ASB Senate may briefly respond to statements made for questions posed, however, for further information, please contact the ASB Senate President for the item of discussion to be placed on a future agenda. (Brown Act §54954.3(b))  
· No public comment

IX. Appointments/Swearing-In 							       
This time will be reserved for the appointment and swearing-in of current members to ASB Senate and/or committees.
· No appointments. 

X. Unfinished Business								

10.1 Hiring Committees Discussion 
· Motioned by: Soraya
· Seconded by: Sahar
· Soraya stated that she wanted to discuss the matter but did not yet have the full list of committees. She noted that the Institutional Effectiveness Council must approve it and asked everyone to review the document carefully, as it is not short.
· It was agreed that as soon as the committee list is received, appointments will be made.
· Eugene: Mentioned that the list is already available.
· Soraya: Clarified that there will be additional committees added. She also expressed interest in being appointed to the EOPS Committee.
· Ramses: Also requested to serve on the EOPS Committee.
· Soraya: Offered to take the Philosophy Committee instead so that Ramses could join EOPS.
· Ramses: Agreed.
· Soraya: Confirmed appointments — Senator Galvas (Ramses) to EOPS and Soraya to the Philosophy Committee.
· Eugene: Reminded members to ensure they have completed the required training.
· Ramses: Confirmed he has completed the training.
· Soraya: Stated she will try to have David come and provide the training for others.

10.2 Student Voices Discussion
· Motioned by: Sahar
· Seconded by: Hadia
· Proposal: Form a new Senate committee to place anonymous boxes on campus for students to submit their concerns. The committee will review submissions and discuss them to address student needs.
· Hadia: Deferred to Marilyn for input.
· Committee Details:
· Chair: Sahar
· Name: Student Voices Committee
· Task: Plan and implement anonymous student concern boxes.
· Report Back Date: October 10 (at the next meeting)
		    	       
XI. New Business									

11.1 Library Presentation
· What the library offers right now: 
· 1-day textbook loans and semester-long Chromebook checkouts are available.
· Currently, all Chromebooks (approx. 1,000) are checked out; the library is working to acquire more.
· The library offers 1-unit research courses to help students learn research skills.
· Encouraged students to complete the library survey (closes October 27).
· Student Feedback:
· Eliza: Praised the library; suggested more flyers about printing and noted concern about students studying alone in rooms.
· Ramses: Requested extended library hours for students.
· Hadia: Mentioned that couches on the second floor are not regularly cleaned.
· Marilyn: Proposed exploring a reservation system for study rooms.
· Library Staff Response: They are currently reviewing reservation system options and hope to implement one in the near future.

11.2 Classroom Visits
· Motioned by: Hadia
· Seconded by: Sapeidah 
· Sapeidah: The group revisited the idea first discussed at the previous PR meeting: many students are unaware of ASB, so members proposed visiting classrooms (with CAEB) to introduce ASB and engage with students.
· Sapeidah: Mentioned that the list of classes is not yet available but will create a Google Form to collect members’ availability.
· Ramses: Asked whether participation is mandatory.
· Sahar: Stated that Soraya had suggested making it a requirement.
· Sapeidah: Asked for clarification on why the visits being mandatory would be an issue
· Ramses: Explained that since members have classes and other obligations, it would be better if participation were optional.
· Sapeidah: Suggested that members can simply make announcements in their own classes if they prefer.
· Sahar: Noted that visits will be short, and a script will be provided.
· Marilyn: Added that members can also use these visits to promote upcoming events such as Homecoming.

11.3 Stipends Committee Updates
· Motioned by Sapeidah 
· Seconded by annie 
· Sapeidah gave a presentation on stipends, outlining the current bill for this year and the accompanying resolution addressing equity concerns across the district.
· She stated that updates will be made to the resolution and then brought back to the board for approval before presenting it at the SAC meeting. 
11.4 Financial Aid Displacement and Feedback
· Motioned by: Soraya
· Seconded by: Sapeidah
· Soraya: This topic was requested by Margo, but she is not present. I’ve heard from several students that some translators were being dismissive. Since the Financial Aid Office moved to where Beaver Cares used to be, it has become confusing to check in and know where to go. There’s only one sign telling students to check in, and it’s not translated. I plan to talk to them about this.
· Sapeidah: The line setup is confusing—when they call your name, it’s hard to see or hear, so you don’t know where to go.
· Eliza: There’s a lot of waiting—first to get called, then again at the window for a translator. They also don’t tell you ahead of time that you need an ID, so after waiting, you’re sent back to get it.
· Soraya: Eliza explained it perfectly. The ID requirement needs to be clearly emphasized, especially since the wait time is already so long.
· Noor: I had the same experience—it took me two hours to be seen. They need a clear ID sign, and it would help if they could let students know when they’re close to being called.
· Sahar: I also had issues—I asked about getting updates but was told I couldn’t receive messages.
· Soraya: I don’t receive appointment reminders either.
· Sapeidah: I think I might be the only one getting them, but even for me, it’s not consistent.
· Soraya: Yes, that inconsistency is definitely an issue—some students get notifications while others don’t.
· Noor: Agreed, the inconsistency is a big problem.
· Ramses: I think we should invite someone from Financial Aid to come speak with us. Students are facing a lot of issues. I’ve had problems too—the student worker at the front desk didn’t understand what I was asking and said, “This isn’t under my payment,” and told me to find someone else. They need better training.
· Soraya: Was that a student worker?
· Ramses: Yes.
· Sapeidah: Counseling usually asks for your phone number, so technically you should be in the system—but even that’s inconsistent.
· Soraya: Yeah, we will bring this up to financial aid, so we can hopefully do something about it.
XII. Committee Reports								       
This time is reserved for committee chairs to provide the board with a brief report on the current standing of active committees. 
· Sahar – Accessibility Committee
· Sent out a poll two weeks ago.
· Meetings are held every Tuesday from 1:30–2:30 PM in the CLD.
· For the Student Voices Committee, Sahar will send out additional information—meetings will be on Thursdays.
· Soraya – Stipend Committee 
· Will hold unofficial meetings soon; all members are welcome to join the process.
· Will share meeting times once confirmed.
· Currently coordinating a meeting with Financial Aid to ensure recent changes do not negatively impact students.
· Hadia – PR Committee
· Recently held a meeting to discuss the ASB newsletter in collaboration with CAEB.
· Also reviewed updates for the ARC website.
· Will place an order related to the updates—members are encouraged to share suggestions.
· Food Accessibility Committee
· Held an unofficial meeting to plan next steps.
· Upcoming goals include:
· Meeting with Pacific Dining to explore extended hours, food trucks, or additional vending machines.
· Reviewing last year’s student survey to identify needs.
· Addressing cross-contamination concerns with halal chicken.
· Discussing the lack of allergy-friendly food options on campus.
· Another unofficial meeting will be scheduled soon.
· Members are encouraged to share suggestions or feedback.
· Luke – Finance Committee
· Reported an income of approximately $53,000 from last year, consistent with prior years.
· Working on a proposed budget based on these numbers.
· Will meet with Brett to finalize details.
· As of September 9, the total balance across all accounts was around $200,000.
· Marilyn – Governance Committee
· A poll will be sent out once she finalizes her schedule to set meeting times.
XIII. Board Member Reports/Announcements    				     
This time is reserved for board members to inform the board about relevant campus-wide events, and to report any pertinent committee progress/activities. A time of three (3) minutes per report shall be observed.

· Sahar 
· 43 active clubs; 3 more pending approval.
· Upcoming October event: Pumpkin Patch Day — date to be announced.
· Attended the ELT meeting on September 8.
· Discussed classroom posters about ICE procedures; clarified that classrooms are considered private areas.
· Soraya  
· Shared updates regarding the HSI Grant, which is at risk of losing funding. Presidents are working to sustain it.
· At the SAC meeting, received information about Lobby Day and legislative processes.
· In the October SAC meeting, the discussion will cover which bills were signed, the legislative cycle, and upcoming advocacy topics.
· The February meeting will determine which bills students will lobby on.
· Lobby Training: February 27
· Lobby Day: March 10
· Hadia 
· PR Committee meeting scheduled today in the STEM Conference room, 1–2 PM.
· Haniyah: No report.
· Aila: No report.
· Annie  
· Reported that two microwaves in the cafeteria are not working.
· Will assist with PR Committee activities.
· Ramses  
· Added to Sahar’s report on ICE procedures: information and resources are available at the UndocuCenter.
· Announced an upcoming Día de los Muertos event.
· Shared that former senator Lorrie has passed away.
· Noor: No report.
· Luke: No report.
· Nikita: No report.
· Aadila: No report.
· Eliza  
· Karaoke Night moved to Thursday in the Community Rooms (approx. one hour).
· Encouraged ASB members to attend; food will be provided.
· Will also discuss special elections and the Whip position.
· Met with Brett — there’s some hesitation about the position; plans to speak with members individually to build confidence and clarify expectations.
· Open to one-on-one conversations with members who have questions.
· Donya: No report.
· Sapeidah – Legislative & Committee Updates
· SB 98 passed last Saturday; updates and official communications expected soon (affecting parents, children, and all education levels).
· Attended Food Committee, PR Committee, and Stipend Committee meetings.
· Attended Shazil’s MSG event.
· Reported ongoing issues with online professors and class accessibility.
· Marilyn  
· Operation Committee: Held first official meeting; discussed facilities and accessibility.
· Portable Village: Currently lacks restrooms; temporary solution is luxury portable toilets, though clogging issues persist. Permanent restrooms are in progress and expected next year (pending DSA approval).
· Subway returning next month.
· Raised ADA accessibility concerns in the Fine Arts building; work orders have been placed for additional door sensors.
· Seeking a student representative for the Sustainability Committee — interested members should contact Marilyn.
· Reported that FLC and CRC will lose their bookstores by July; ARC may face a similar issue within five years.
· Homecoming Committee: Marilyn is serving as Chair and collaborating with Amanda Lewis on the event timeline.
· Homecoming Week: October 25 – November 1
· Looking for 2–3 student speakers to share their ARC experiences on October 30.
· Requested quotes and budget details for ASB funding consideration.
· Friday, October 31: Community-building event with Bucky to connect students, staff, and faculty.
· November 1: Potential ASB-led event — details to be provided at the next meeting.
· Soraya:
· Noted that Ayan and Alina were excused due to an emergency and thanked Marilyn for covering their absence.
· Motion: Motioned by Ramses to add an additional 5 minutes; Seconded by Sahar.

XIV. SSCCC & Region 2 Updates 							
This time is reserved for appointed board members, members of the Student Senate of California Community Colleges (SSCCC) to provide updates about state and regional initiatives. 

· Sapeidah
· Attended the DA meeting on Sunday.
· Update: Alisha Nagpal won the election for VPLA and is the only woman serving on the SSCCC Executive Board this year.

XV. Public Comment 
This time is reserved for members of the public to address the ASB Senate on issues not already appearing on the agenda. A limit of two (2) minutes per speaker shall be observed, with a maximum of four (4) minutes per topic. No discussion is allotted on public comment. The law does not permit any action to be taken, nor extended discussion of any items not on the agenda. The ASB Senate may briefly respond to statements made for questions posed, however, for further information, please contact the ASB Senate President for the item of discussion to be placed on a future agenda. (Brown Act §54954.3(b)) 
· No public comment 
XVI. Adjournment  
Vice President Garcia adjourned the meeting at 12:03 p.m.
Soraya Amin    ASB Senate President   			 Brett Sawyer          Advisor 
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