ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODY[image: ]
Student Senate
Meeting Minutes
August 30, 2024
Location: Board Room
10:30 AM-12:00 PM PDT
Posted by: PK Pillai, Director of Communications

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Associated Student Body Senate will hold a meeting on August 30, 2024. The location and meeting time is noted above. All Associated Student Body Senate meetings are held in locations that are wheelchair accessible. Other disability-related accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities upon request. Persons requesting such accommodations should notify ASB Senate President Alicia Szutowicz-Fitzpatrick at a.szutowicz.asbarc@gmail.com no less than two days prior to the meeting. Efforts will be made to meet requests made after such date, if possible. 

Indigenous Land Use Statement
We acknowledge the land which we occupy today as the traditional home of the Nisenan, Maidu, and Miwok tribal nations. These sovereign people have been the caretakers of this land since time immemorial. Despite centuries of genocide and occupation the Nisenan, Maidu, and Miwok continue as vibrant and resilient tribes and bands, both Federally recognized and unrecognized. We take this opportunity to acknowledge the generations that have gone before as well as the present-day Nisenan, Maidu, and Miwok people.

I. Call to Order									      1 minute

II. Request for Remote Participation: 						      1 minute
The Student Senate will consider member requests for remote participation under the provisions of California Assembly Bill 2449. 
III. Roll Call									                    1 minute
	Position
	Name
	Attendance

	President
	Alicia Szutowicz-Fitzpatrick
	Present

	Vice President
	Soraya Amin
	Present

	Director of Finance
	Xander Pinnegar
	Present

	Director of Legislative Affairs
	Margo Gomes
	Present

	Director of Public Relations
	Shazil Mahmood
	Present

	Director of Activities
	Jarvis Mills
	Present

	Director of Communications
	PK Pillai
	Present

	Legislative Analyst
	Giovani Ferrari
	Present

	Senate Whip
	Laketa Johnson
	Present

	Senator
	Luke Bourez
	Present

	Senator
	Elizabeth Chemyavskiy
	Present

	Senator
	Kloi Ogans
	Present

	Senator
	Sophia Padilla
	Absent

	Senator
	Aarti Sharma
	Excused

	Senator
	Duran Suma
	Absent

	CAEB Rep
	Sapeidah Saeedi
	Present




IV. Adoption of the Agenda 						     	         1 minute

V. Approval of the Minutes  						         	         1 minute

VI. Chair’s Message 	        							                  5 minutes
· Laketa’s name is spelled incorrectly
VII. Advisor’s Message							                  5 minutes
· Hope everyone's first week went well
· Please keep it 10 minutes per Agenda item
· Will show voter registration poll numbers next week
· Thank you to everyone 
· Will have Meeting minutes next week
VIII. Public Comment 							                  5 minutes
This time is reserved for members of the public to address ASB Senate on issues not already appearing on the agenda. A limit of two (2) minutes per speaker shall be observed, with a maximum of four (4) minutes per topic. No discussion is allotted on public comment. The law does not permit any action to be taken, nor extended discussion of any items not on the agenda. The ASB Senate may briefly respond to statements made for questions posed, however, for further information, please contact the ASB Senate President for the item of discussion to be placed on a future agenda. (Brown Act §54954.3(b)) 
- Stacy 
Staff member of the Biology Department,
Accessibility issues of Elevators in STEM building
Not aware of Item 11.1
· Hillary 
Need to address technology accessibility issues of enrolling in college

IX. Appointments/Swearing-In 							       0 minutes
This time will be reserved for the appointment and swearing-in of current members to ASB Senate and/or committees.
· Hamaz Yousef – Senator 
· Appointed, no objections
· Laketa Johnson - Student Success Council
· Appointed, no objections
· Jarvis Mills - Institutional Effectiveness
· Appointed, no objections
· Luke Bourez- Operations Council 
· Appointed, no objections


X. Unfinished Business								0 minutes
			    	       
XI. New Business 
11.1 F24R-01 “Nothing About Us Without Us”
Discussion and potentially take action regarding initiatives ensuring that the Native American students receive ongoing support from the associated Student Body and American River College. This resolution was originally passed in Spring 2024

· We have passed it last year, to continue the effectiveness of this resolution
· PK to chair this committee, alongside Xander(ASB Senate, Hilary, Stacy, and Carol.
· Support on where things are going, how money is spent, students being represented in the hiring committee. 
· Alicia to meet with the President to discuss this matter.
· Report with first action item on September 20th.




11.2 F24 R-02  “Governmental Stipend” 
This time is reserved to discuss and potentially take action on Resolution F23R-XX and the implementation of stipends for the Associated Student Body. This resolution was originally passed in Fall 2023.

· Shazil went over the background of the resolution. Passed ASB last year, the student advisory council.
· Need to add citations and data that would further reinforce case being made for resolution
· Alicia - This bill needs to be firm, needs to include job descriptions, needs to be reworded. Resolution needs to be more descriptive and thorough. 
· Xander to chair this committee alongside Shazil, Giovani, Hilary, Hamza, Sapeida, Stacey, and Prisha. 
· Report with action item on September 20th.



11.3 F24-05 Bill for Constitution Day and Voter Registration 
This time is reserved to discuss and potentially take action on the allocation of $10,000 for expenses related to Constitution Day and Voter Registration, including food purchases, printing material and collaboration with community partners. 

· Background for Bill
· Question - Food. Has been an issue previously. 
· Brett - Mett with HSI director, September Tuesday 17th, Food items, soon to be coming
· Ingredient list is mandatory.

Vote on funding allocation

· Vice President Soraya Amin – Yes
· Director of Finance Xander Pinnegar – Yes
· Director of Legislative Affairs Margo Gomes – Yes
· Director of Public Relations Shazil Mahmood – Yes
· Director of Activities Jarvis Mills – Yes
· Director of Communications PK Pillai – Yes
· Legislative Analyst Giovani Ferrari – Yes
· Senate Whip Laketa Johnson – Yes
· Senator Luke Bourez - Yes
· Senator Elizabeth Chemyavskiy - Yes
· Senator Kloi Organs – Yes
· Senator Sophia Padilla – NP
· Senator Aarti Sharma – Excused
· Senator Duran Suma - NP
11.4 SSCCC ARC Delegate Representative Discussion
This time is reserved to discuss and possibly take action concerning American River College’s representation as Region 2 delegates and their involvement with the SSCCC organization

· Background of SSCCC. 10 Regions, 14 colleges. 
· Work on resolutions here, then work them up to the regional level
· Examples include: Accessibility issues, Issues in the Middle East. 
· The student enrollment fee goes to the state student senate. They receive money from students. 
· Only have Director position filled 
· 4 empty positions. 
· Paid positions.
· Need to address lack of communication between SSCCC and school senate 




11.5 Inclusivity Pacific Dining Halal options
This time is reserved to discuss and potentially take action on the addition of halal food options to enhance dietary inclusivity at American River College Dining Facilities.

· Shazil, instrumental in this objective. Met with Snowden on August 16th, discussed what it would look like to have Halal food on campus. Mr Snowden relayed that it must come through ASB first. 
· Administration is not fully not onboard. We lack data. MSA has gathered survey data. Not fully organized. Needs to be a more collaborative effort. 
· Needs Snowden’s approval on the survey data.
· There is one Halal food option. How are students able to focus and succeed in school when they cannot eat? Addressing this problem is just the beginning. That is what our research needs to show.
· We should make the committee to address this issue as well as expand once this is addressed to address other accessibility issues. 
· We have a large Muslim community. 
· Shazil to chair this committee alongside Giovani, Bee, Margo, and Kloi, 
· September 20th report back.

11.6 Stipend for Student Attendance at Los Rios District 
This time is reserved to discuss and potentially take action on the proposal to provide stipends for students attending meetings and contributing to the growth of the Los Rios Community College District by serving on Los Rios District committees or ARC hiring committees.

· Comments - Sprouted from Trustee meetings, basically going to pay for travel expenses. 
· Alicia - there should be some kind of compensation for students attending meetings and contributing to the growth of the Community College District.
· Brett - It’s for District Committees. It's allowable for the school to pay for mileage. Please remember that you will be taking time away from students' lives. 
· Non vote, discuss,
· Same fund that will come from vouchers? It's been a challenge. Idea is to take it from student senate funds. District may not give money for this. 
· ELT- Executive Leadership teams, sit down with Lisa, Senate, Ops Council, etc. Talk about shared governance. 
· Could we update Voucher breakdown through ELT? 
· Alicia will bring this to ELT.
· Revisiting the language of what is serving on this committee. 
· Move to governmental stipends committee
XII. Committee Reports								       0 minutes
This time is reserved for committee chairs to provide the board with a brief report on the current standing of active committees. 
· 
XIII. Board Member Reports/Announcements    				       5 minutes
This time is reserved for board members to inform the board about relevant campus-wide events, and to report any pertinent committee progress/activities. A time of three (3) minutes per report shall be observed.
· Vice President Soraya Amin 
· Nothing to report
· Director of Finance Xander Pinnegar 
· The ARC arcade day and voter registration, $7,000 dollars spent. 
· Director of Legislative Affairs Margo Gomes 
· Nothing to report
· Director of Public Relations Shazil Mahmood 
· What standing committees are there? Reviewed bylaws concerning standing committees and stressed the importance of these committees.
· Newsletter to be introduced. 
· Resources for students on campus. 
· Director of Activities Jarvis Mills 
·  Reinstating Rising Scholars Program
· Director of Communications PK Pillai 
·  Thank you to ASB Senate and CAEB for helping out on Arcade Day.
· We need resources for new students with technology accessibility issues with enrolling for school, signing up for classes, etc. 
· Legislative Analyst Giovani Ferrari 
· Accessibility Committee Formed
· Many students do not know where the restrooms are located. Some kind of signage to help.
· AB -19, Skeleton of the law. 
· AB-19 California Promise Program. To research and find information on this bill.  
· Senate Whip Laketa Johnson 
·  Committee to get college hour back. Making these events accessible to students. College hour committee - students to be a community again. time where Bee to join, Sapita Sophia, Prisha, Giovani, Margo
· Senator Luke Bourez 
· Office supplies bill, possibly to buy laptops. 
· Senator Elizabeth Chemyavskiy
·  Nothing to report
· Senator Kloi Organs
·  Posed question - How do students access the support services, counseling, and how do they know where they are supposed to go? 
· Overall Updates:
· Standing Committees to be formed:
· Governance committee formed
· Soraya to chair
· Finance committee formed
· Xander to chair
· Legislative Affairs committee formed
· Margo to chair
· Public Relations committee formed
· Shazil to chair
· Activities committee formed
· Jarvis to chair



XIV. SSCCC & Region 2 Updates 							3 minutes
This time is reserved for appointed board members, members of the Student Senate of California Community Colleges (SSCCC) to provide updates about state and regional initiatives. 

XV. Public Comment 
This time is reserved for members of the public to address the ASB Senate on issues not already appearing on the agenda. A limit of two (2) minutes per speaker shall be observed, with a maximum of four (4) minutes per topic. No discussion is allotted on public comment. The law does not permit any action to be taken, nor extended discussion of any items not on the agenda. The ASB Senate may briefly respond to statements made for questions posed, however, for further information, please contact the ASB Senate President for the item of discussion to be placed on a future agenda. (Brown Act §54954.3(b)) 
· Bathroom signage needs to be addressed.
XVI. Adjournment 

Alicia Szutowicz-Fitzpatrick    ASB Senate President   	 Brett Sawyer          Advisor  
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