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The Design Guidelines provide the campus-wide direction to create a cohesive campus regarding future development and improvements. The Design Guidelines address the physical development of the campus through construction of facilities, open spaces and connections. By providing campus-wide guidance to create common themes, the campus becomes a consistent environment to support learning. The Design Guidelines also provide a structure to create unique places within the campus zones defined later in the plan.
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Goals and Objectives
· General recommendations and considerations for improving the site, landscape, and architectural amenities to enhance the student experience and public image of the campus
· Conceptual framework for diversity of styles and images found on the campus
· Emphasis on developing key landmarks that define and differentiate departments and/or zones. 

1. Zone Identification
· Reinforce zone identification with landmark buildings.
· Create distinctive landscapes to provide a clear, easy way-finding system on campus.
· Respect the Native American history and heritage of the campus, where appropriate, through the campus and zone identification themes that are created.

2. Site and Landscape Design
· Coordinate lighting design and site furnishings to update the image of campus site amenities. 
· Maximize existing and future connection through the campus.
· Create a relaxed and informal landscape with mature trees and vegetation within the campus core, that provide shaded spaces and connections for students.
· Create identifiable quad or plaza space to provide a gathering space for students.
· Consider the relationship of campus gathering spaces, and their use, to educational spaces and the impact on the learning environment.
· Reinforce direct campus connections, improve quality of open space, and provide a distinctive sense of place through building placement, open space configuration, and landscape/hardscape materials.
· Reinforce the existing pattern of plant materials or create a new landscape palette to strengthen the zone and use of space.
· Ensure that landscape and site design support accessibility of the campus for handicapped users. 
· Create sustainable landscapes that contribute to the environment by promoting water conservation.
· Use hardscape design and quality materials that contributes to the connectivity and defines     unique gathering spaces across campus.
· Engage maintenance staff in landscape design and plant materials selection to improve the appearance of landscape.
· Enhance gateway landscape by identifying future locations for potential development as illustrated by this Campus Master Plan.

3. Boundaries and Perimeter
· Create a sense of security, and parking lot separation/screening through perimeter fencing.
· Create a perimeter, with landmark gates, as a symbolic gesture to the education received within.
· Create informal, natural edge on the south and east boundaries of campus.

4. Signage, Gateways and Way-finding
· Create clear and consistent signage system for drop-off, pick-up and parking at various points on campus. 
· Establish a uniform campus and building signage system for clear identification of campus locations and buildings.
· Improve the visual clues of signage with the use of color, typology and/ or symbols rather than just text.
· Establish clear signage system for facilities (i.e. distinct room numbers for all rooms with clearly visible signs, all gender facilities marked clearly as such).
· Establish graphics and signage programs to provide a comprehensive system of way-finding and defining the sense of place on the campus.
· Incorporate technology to assist with campus wayfinding, including the use of GPS, audible and braille to assist handicapped users navigate and access campus destinations.

5. Plaza & Open Space
· Reinforce the connection of open space from the “quad” in front of the library to the lawn area in front of the Learning Resource Center.
· Establish recognizable outdoor spaces, including landscape, hardscape and art work, that reflect the character and location of individual zones.
· Provide open and covered or protect (sun, heat and rain) spaces for gathering and relaxing.
· Develop new open space with new pedestrian connections from the parking areas and parking structure to the campus core.
· Enhance Rose Marks Plaza as a primary campus community gathering space at the heart of campus. 

6. Campus Swing Space 
· Identify a specific campus location for swing space, to be used on a temporary, as needed basis to support projects anticipated in the Campus Master Plan.
· Provide adequately served and accessible spaces to guarantee the quality of the learning atmosphere and comfort of use.

7. Transportation, Access, and Parking
· Reinforce pedestrian circulation routes throughout campus.
· Encourage public transportation and ridesharing accessibility to the campus through the creation of a transit center.
· Create efficient, organized and connected parking areas on campus.
· Increase safety and security of pedestrian/bike routes and improve access to and through campus with clearly identified bike lanes.
· Create partnerships with the City of Sacramento and Sacramento Regional Transit District to ensure multi-modal access to the campus.
· Encourage the use of bike racks and locks to secure bike and reduce theft on campus. 
· Improve parking lot landscape and increase way-finding for different modes of circulation.
· Minimize disruptions to the campus connectivity networks, specifically pedestrians and bicycles. 
· Incorporate transportation technology, such as car charging stations, to support multimodal access to the campus as well as sustainability and social justice opportunities.

8. Architectural Design Guidelines
· Strengthen an overall campus hierarchy of forms and materials reflecting the high-tech image of the campus.
· Create “landmark” buildings that anchor individual zones and help to improve campus way-finding.
· Design new structures and facilities with flexibility and user-friendliness to accommodate changing technology and space needs over time. 
· New buildings should achieve energy efficiency requirements (net zero energy in 2030) and be easily maintained. 
· Ensure that the supporting infrastructure to support campus change, locally to individual facilities as well as across the campus, is sufficient prior to or with the upgrading of facilities.
· Consider the use of a design scheme with new buildings that encourages the mid-pint modernization of a facility during its tenure, to accommodate cost-effective upgrades to facilities.

9. Inclusion, Social Justice and Equity
· Ensure adequate facilities to meet the needs of all genders (gender conforming and/or gender-neutral facilities) of the American River Campus Community. 
· Accommodate the use of alternative forms of transportation including bicycles, transit and para-transit to provide access and support all users of the campus.
· Ensure the implementation of ADA compliant facilities to encourage accessibility and use of the campus by the disabled.
· Create an inclusive environment across campus through the engagement of all users and user groups of the campus.

10. Sustainability
· Improve building energy efficiency in all new buildings, with one-half of campus buildings being net-zero energy users by 2025, and all new buildings constructed net-zero energy users by 2030. 
· Encourage the use of technology and alternative energy sources, like solar panels, for power, lighting (parking lots, walkways), and hydronics, to support the creation of a sustainable campus. 
· Create highly flexible spaces, especially for modernization projects, to accommodate changing space needs over time. 
· Encourage other forms of transportation like walking, cycling, carpooling, and buses and shuttles by promoting convenience of accessibility and service to common destinations. 
· Use landscape and structures to create shade on campus supporting connectivity and gathering and supporting the sustainability of the campus by reducing the heat island effect of the pavement surfaces.
· Document and communicate the sustainability of new development and improvements to the campus, i.e. energy and water consumption of new projects.
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