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PET Data Share – Community College Pipeline: Earnings 

ARC ranks 1st in the Greater Sacramento Microregion in exiting students attaining a living wage, ranks 2nd in median percent change in 
earnings after exiting, and ARC exiting students’ median annual earnings have increased 40% over the past 7 years from $36,732 in 2013-
2014 to $51,280 in 2019-2020.  However, equity gaps exist for each of these earnings metrics. African American exiting ARC students are 

particularly disproportionately impacted, earning on average 73 cents for every dollar earned by White exiting ARC students. 

Living Wages 

American River College is 1st in the Greater Sacramento Microregion for the percent of exiting students attaining a living 

wage at 71%1. 

 

                                                           
1 Notes: All data extracted from the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office Launchboard hosted by Cal-PASS Plus: Community College 

Pipeline dashboard. 2019-2020 was the most recent year available for earnings data.  Additional Resources: Understanding Employment and 

Earnings Data. 

https://www.calpassplus.org/LaunchBoard/Community-College-Pipeline.aspx
https://www.calpassplus.org/LaunchBoard/Community-College-Pipeline.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gJTiWtYds5dETJuR2r_FcQZJ6AP1SdBV/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gJTiWtYds5dETJuR2r_FcQZJ6AP1SdBV/view?usp=share_link


2 
 

In terms of numbers of students, more exiting students attained a living wage from American River College (7,808), than 

from Sacramento City, Cosumnes River, and Folsom Lake College combined (6,168). 

 

The percent of exiting ARC students attaining a living wage has steadily increased over the last 7 years from 57% (2013-

2014) to 71% (2019-2020). 
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However, the percent of African American exiting ARC students attaining a living wage (in 2019-2020) was just 57% (3rd 

bar from the left, below), substantially lower than the 71% rate for all exiting ARC students, 76% for Native American 

exiting ARC students (1st bar on the left, below), and 70% for Latinx exiting ARC students (middle bar, below). 

 

 

 

Median Percent Change in Earnings 

In terms of the median percent change in earnings for exiting students, American River College (green bar below) ranked 

2nd in the Greater Sacramento Microregion at 30%, only behind Sierra College (42%). 
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The median percent change in earnings for exiting ARC students has steadily increased over the last 9 years from just 11% 

(2011-2012) to 30% (2019-2020). 

 

 

However, the median percent change in earnings was just 5% for Native American exiting ARC students (1st bar on the left, 

below) and 19% for African American exiting ARC students (3rd bar from the left, below) in 2019-2020, both well below the 

30% average. Interestingly, the population with the highest median percent change in earnings was 38% for Latinx exiting 

ARC students (middle bar, below). 
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Median Annual Earnings (But how much do exiting ARC students earn after they leave?)  

The median annual earnings after exiting was $51,280 for 2019-2020 ARC exiting students. The median annual earnings 

for exiting ARC students has steadily increased over the last 7 years from $36,732 (2013-2014) to $51,280 (2019-2020), a 

40% increase.  

 

 

However, median annual earnings after exiting was just $36,188 for African American exiting ARC students (3rd bar from 

the left, below), $48,248 for Native American exiting ARC students (1st bar on the left, below) and $48,944 for Latinx 

exiting ARC students (middle bar, below) in 2019-2020. Comparing the median annual earnings for African American 

students to White students, the ratio equates to just under 73 cents for African American students for every dollar earned 

by White students.  

 


